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Some eight weeks passed after this Magna Charta
business; and then the question of War or Neutrality
flared up again.

Meanwhile the offensive of the Allies in Macedonia had
developed, causing a counter-movement on the part of
the enemy. In the third week of August the Bulgars
attacked along the whole line, from the Vardar to the
Strama, and pushed to the important Greek towns of
Serres, Drama, and Kavalla. The Greek garrisons found
themselves in a tragic dilemma: to obey their feelings
and resist the invader, thereby plunging their country
into war, or to obey their king and quietly give up the
places which only three years before they had rescued from
the Bulgars under that same king's leadership. With a
few exceptions, discipline and loyalty prevailed over
sentiment; and the towns were abandoned to the Bul-
gars.

The grief, the dismay, and the rage which this fresh
misfortune excited among all classes of the Hellenic people
may easily be imagined. M. Venizelos and the Allies
hastened to make political capital out of the popular
emotion. The organs of the former cursed the advocates
of neutrality as traitors to the country; those of the latter
denounced them as traitors both to the country and to
the " Protecting Powers/' The most odious accusations
were hurled at the King's party: sometimes it was the
Kaiser's party ; sometimes it was a Bulgarian party, and
the King himself, in the persons of his Ministers, was held
up to execration as more noxious to Greece than any
external enemy. To him chiefly it was owing that, at
the most critical moment in her history, a hostile army
was violating the soil of Hellas and a friendly fleet block-
ading her shores. The adherents of the King hurled the
charges back at their authors. All the calamities and